
The 16th “Chasseurs” Bataillon, or 16th BC – standing 
for the 16th Hunters Battalion – was deployed to 
Afghanistan in May 2012 for a seven month mission. 

When they aren’t engaged in operations, they’re stationed 
in Bitche, in the Moselle (North-East of France, near the 
German border). With their new Nexter VBCI armored 
infantry vehicles associated with the Sagem FELIN 

system (Fantassin à Equipements et Liaisons INtégrés, or 
Integrated dismounted soldier system), the 16th BC is a 
state of the art regiment of French mechanized infantry, 
fighting and winning in the most severe environment, day 
or night. All in live, here is a look back at seven months of 
operations in the Afghan theater.

When the “Chasseur” 
becomes a “FELIN”
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In Afghanistan with the French of the 16th “Chasseurs” Battalion
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These two soldiers of the 16th Bataillon de Chasseurs. The Sagem FELN system includes notably Sword T&D day-night aiming sights, as seen here. 
Photo ©: Philippe Wodka-Gallien.
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Forward operating bases in the Kapisa Valley 
In Afghanistan, the “16” was assigned intelligence, convoy 
escort and protection missions. The 16th BC is the second 
FELIN regiment to serve in Afghanistan. An experience 
shared with the 1st Infantry Regiment, the first FELIN unit 
deployed to Afghanistan. That was in Surobi between 
January and June 2012. Before leaving for Kapisa, the 16th 
BC underwent an intensive training program in the Urban 
Combat Training Center in Sissonne (200 km East from 
Paris), the Infantry Training Center in Larzac (Centre of 
the country) and an acclimatization in Canjuers (South of 
France). Operating from the FOBs in Nijrab and Tagab, the 
16th BC was supported with the VBCI armored vehicles of 
the 92nd Infantry Regiment.

The other part of its mission consisted in ensuring 
the transfer of responsibility to American forces and the 
Afghan National Army, following the decision of the newly 
elected French president for an anticipated withdrawal, in 
concertation with the allies. From then on, the exchanges 
with the ANA and the GIs of the 1st Cavalry Division were 
quickly multiplied. Between allies, this delicate phase 
brought an occasion to renew this brotherhood of arms 
between French and American soldiers, a fraternity that 
dates back to the battle of Yorktown in 1781. “Arriving on 
our FOB, our American comrads discovered the FELIN. 
They were very surprised by its high-tech aspects and its 
innovations. The GI often has the preconceived notion that 
the American soldier is among the best equipped in the 
world. FELIN showed them that it’s also the case for the 
French soldier. We also lent them our multifunction, long-
range JIM LR infrared binoculars, and once they’d used them 
on a mission, they didn’t even want to give them back,” 

remembers a company commander, adding “ Our allies were 
also very impressed by the day-infrared aiming sight of the 
FR-F2 sniper rifle and the individual radios.” 

In total, the Hunters of the 16th BC conducted 130 major 
operations during their deployment in Afghanistan. On the 
20th of November, 2012, the “16” transferred command of 
Kapisa to the ANA.

Never in combat without FELIN and our JIM LR thermal 
binoculars
Thanks to FELIN, the bataillon is mandated for overseas 
operations in theaters of crisis and conflicts, explains its 
masters sergeants and sergeants. In combat, the FELIN 
system brings added value at a collective and individual 
level. The infantry’s spectrum of action is multiplied thanks 
to the means of command and digital transmissions, proving 
the value of the Sword day-night aiming sights. “Aiming 
point is the shooted point, with a range of hundred meters: 
that is FELIN,” said the officers of the 16 BC. The digital 
communications, central element of the FELIN system, prove 
to be a precious aide in coordinating the mortar group and 
the supported unit. The other plus of the new age combat is 
called JIM LR (multifunction long-range infrared binoculars). 
More than just IR binoculars, JIM LR is an intelligence system 
thanks to is embedded electronics and optronics devices: 
GPS system, north finder, rangefinder, and imaging and 
video systems. It can extrapolate target coordinates all while 
detecting a pedestrian at more than 5 km, and vehicles at 
10. They’re given to the section chief and unit commanders. 
JIM LR can record video and images. ‘’We don’t leave for 
overseas operations without our JIM LRs. They’re involved 
in every mission. The quality of the infrared images is a real 

Developed and produced by Sagem (Safran), JIM LR is a portable multifunction thermal binocular, widely used in combat, notably in Afghanistan. 
More than 6000 are in service or on order by several Nato nations, including USA, United Kingdom, Poland, and France. JIM LR is used for protection, 
intelligence and targeting. Photo: ©Philippe Wodka-Gallien - Sagem.
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plus. The advanced artillery observers (Forwards observers 
and Tacpi) are also equipped with them which allow to 
orient the close air support by Tigre attack helicopters and 
the manoeuvers of Caracal special-ops helicopters, notably 
by night, ” explains Sergeant Soum Pecos, a group chief 
in the 4th Combat Company. In the package of research 
commando, JIM LR are deployed also in the recce bataillon of 
the Intelligence brigade. The JIM LR – more than 6,000 units 
- has been ordered by several NATO countries (USA, United 
Kingdom, Denmark, Poland,...), as well as UN missions. The 
latest version can combine daylight and infrared images 
to spot camouflaged enemies. Sagem JIM LR can also 
incorporate a gunshot detector, supplied by its partner, 
Acoem Metravib, an innovative French small business, and a 
world leader in gunshot and launch detectors.

Based on this combat experience, integrated additional 
innovations, Sagem developed SmartVest, a new integrated 
solution for today’s warfighter. Innovative, compact 
and wireless, SmartVest calls on advanced, scalable 
communications and command technologies. 

Always ready for operations with FELIN
Home from Afghanistan, the 16th BC pursues its training 
and is always ready to take part in the next overseas 
operations, in crisis zones where France takes its 
responsibilities as a permanent member of the UN Security 
Council. Bosnia, Lebanon, Kosovo, the Ivory Coast (4 
times), Guyana, Afghanistan (twice), and the Central African 
Republic, the 16th BC is one of the most deployed regiments 
of the French Army in the past ten years. Very experienced, 

equipped with state of the art equipment “made in France”, 
the soldiers give the image of a land force well adapted to 
the most complex combat situations. “The VBCI and FELIN 
form, with its digitalization, a system for infantry operating 
extremely close to contacts. This combination corresponds 
perfectly to the primary mission of mechanized infantry. 
A versatile tool, the 16 is above all a mechanized armored 
regiment primarily destined for high intensity combat along 
side Leclerc tanks and Tigre combat helicopters,” explains 
Colonel Didier Leurs, Commander of the 16th BC.

Since the first deliveries in 2010, more than half of the 
infantry regiments have been equipped with the FELIN. The 
Ministry of Defense entrusted the program to Sagem, a 
subsidiary of Safran. From its factories in France, the rate of 
production allows for the equipping of four regiments per 
year, or 4,000 systems. As of 2013 the Alpine ‘’Chasseurs” 
of the 7th, 13th and 27th BCAs, and the 1st, 35th and 
92nd Infantry Regiments, the 2nd and 8th Marine Infantry 
Regiments, the legionnaires of the 2nd Foreign Legion 
Regiment and the 1st “Tirailleurs” Regiment are equipped 
with the FELIN. The high tech equipment of the French 
Army Caesar canons, armored VBCI, FELIN, Tigre attack 
helicopters, digitalization of C2 functions – combined with 
rigorous training represent a long term investment that 
has proven its effectiveness in Mali since the beginning of 
operation Serval in January 2013.  n

Philippe Wodka-Gallien 

The 16th Bataillon de Chasseurs in training in France, coming back from Afghanistan with the FELIN systems. Outside the VBCI, the first “FELIN” is 
equipped with “Sword Sniper” aiming sight on its FR-F2 precision rifle. Photo ©: Philippe Wodka-Gallien – Sagem.


